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By Tony Noce

I would like to reflect on your Board’s first six months and the goals we aimed for
as we accepted our positions as Directors and Officers rep‐
resenting you the membership of the CGJA.
In regard to our concerns about membership during the cur‐
rent economical environment, we have contacted over 180
past members. Our goal was to encourage membership re‐
newal and I am pleased to say that we have received a posi‐
tive reaction to the efforts of the Membership Relations
Committee.
We are fulfilling our plans to have more members serve as
committee chairs and I am happy to report that we have five non‐director chairs at
the present time.

A n ge l o
Ro l a n d o
A wa rd

I can also report that progress has been made in the area of Board successorship.
We have a number of committee vice‐chairs who have the experience and knowl‐
edge to step up and assume a chair position should the need arise.
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In regard to maintaining up‐to‐date governance policies, the Board has recently
appointed an experienced, enthusiastic Bylaw Review Ad Hoc Committee.
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Improving our Journal and website are ongoing projects. I think everyone would
agree that they both continue to get better due to the tireless efforts of many dedi‐
cated members. The “hits” on the website are increasing every month.

MEMBERSHIP 7
RENEWAL FORM

The Training Committee has worked faithfully dealing with the financial problems
facing many of the courts and counties this year. Nonetheless, we expect a success‐
ful training season this year.

SO WHAT IS
A BLOG?

10

Continuing in the footsteps of my predecessors to improve and support our Chap‐
ter and Association relationships I am pleased to announce that in May I had the
pleasure of attending both the Sacramento Chapter’s first meeting and the Marin
Chapter’s Annual Reunion meeting. Both were invigorating experiences as I was
able to experience first hand the enthusiasm of these two groups. Both Chapters
expressed their support of CGJA in accomplishing its goals and programs. I am
looking forward to attending the Orange County Grand Jurors luncheon in June.

Regarding our continuing goal to reach out to the public, I can report that our Legis‐
lative Affairs Committee has responded to many inquiries from grand juries, County
continued on page 2
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Presidents’ Message continued from page 1

and State Departments and the public. The knowledge and experience within this committee is
an invaluable asset of the CGJA.
I am very pleased to announce that Director Judi Lazenby has been ratified by the board to
serve as CGJA Treasurer. I would also like to express the CGJA's thanks to John Mainland for
acting as our Interim‐Treasurer these past few months."

Dianne Hoffman was a
member of the Orange
County Grand Jury 200001 and chaired the Editorial Committee. Employed
by Pacific Bell for
31 years, she retired in
June 1996 as a digital
electronics technician-a
position held for 18
years. Dianne was an
active member of the
Communications Workers
of America for 16 years,
held the position of Election Chair for 14 years,
and was chairperson of
the Education Committee
for about six years. She
trained all new stewards
for about six years. She
was liaison between the
local and upper level management for about 10
years, handling the grievance procedure both at
the local and across the
table from management. Dianne received
extensive training in interpersonal development
from Pacific Bell and was
a coordinator at many
seminars. She was a
course developer for both
the union and Pacific
Bell. After retiring from
Pacific Bell, Dianne was a
training manager for 18
months teaching technical
skills throughout South
Orange County to those
who followed into her job
title.
Continued on page 10

Again, I want express my appreciation to the many dedicated, experienced members who have
helped us reach our goals. I look forward to the next six months knowing that we have many
ongoing programs in capable hands and that the membership of the CGJA and the public will
reap the harvest of their efforts.
Included in this Journal is a membership application form. We encourage you to renew your
membership so that you are eligible to participate in the 2009 election. In addition to the elec‐
tion of directors, this year’s ballot will contain an initiative regarding Board structure.
So how did we do? We welcome your comments. Seriously consider becoming more involved
in “your” organization. Together we can help strengthen the grand jury system.

2009 Annual Conference Planning Moving Forward
By Jerry Lewi, Conference Chair

First of all, be sure to see the conference application form on the next page as well as
on our website.
Second watch these
pages and our website for more program details as
they evolve. So far we
have one committed guest speaker, Jim
Mayer, Executive Direc‐
tor of California Forward which is a
relatively new non‐
profit organization that consists of a
diverse group of Cali‐
fornians working in a bipartisan
way to improve quality
of life for all Californians by creat‐
ing a government that
is more responsive, representative
and cost‐effective. To
improve quality of life – in areas
such as education, health care, public safety, and the environment – working to im‐
prove California’s political, fiscal and governmental systems. We think the first part of
this mission statement is in complete harmony with the objectives of all California
regular grand juries.
Since the conference is in our State Capitol, we anticipate an exciting array of speak‐
ers from such agencies as the Legislature, the Executive branch, for example the At‐
torney General’s office and the local judiciary – all of whom play a role in the regular
grand jury system.
We are also planning a panel discussion tentatively titled Who’s Watching the Watch‐
dog wherein we will examine constituencies that review the work of grand juries both
formally and informally.
The current members of the conference committee and their current duties are; Jerry
Lewi (Ventura), Chair; Judi Lazenby (Santa Cruz), Hotel Arrangements; Joann Landi
(San Mateo), Registration; Meredith Avery (San Diego), Conference Book; and Joe Ma‐
loney, who as President of our new Sacramento Chapter will lead a team from his
chapter that will help in many ways, such as recruiting speakers, registration and hos‐
pitality.
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Grand Jury Budgets
By Jerry Lewi

The column to the left reflects the most up‐to‐date infor‐
mation on Grand Jury budgets by county including a calcu‐
lation of the grand jury cost per citizen. It is quite a star‐
tling variance from the highest (Sierra) to the lowest
(Fresno). Riverside, San Francisco and Santa Clara do not
report for unknown reasons. This information comes from
the State Controllers’ website.
In the future we plan to publish the information we have
about per diem for as many Grand Juries as we know of.
We will then ask for any updates.
(SCGJA) The Sacramento County Grand Jurors’ Association
Capitol City members add a new part and dimension of the
California Grand Jurors’ Association! The Sacramento
County Grand Jurors’ Association (SCGJA) became official in
early 2009. SCGJA
was formed by an
organizing group
of previous Grand
Jurors, believe it or
not, still wanting
more to do in sup‐
port of a part of
this state’s public
review
system.
To date, the Sacra‐
mento
County
Chapter has about
45 members and
has held its first
quarterly lunch‐
eon meeting in
mid‐April. Tony
Tony
Noce
presents
chapter
Noce, President of certificate to Joe Maloney, CGJA, presented
this chapter with President of new Sacramento its certificate at
Chapter on April 23
the luncheon. The
luncheon speaker
was Judge Craig Manson, who is with Mc George Law
School and also serves as the judge advisor to SCGJA.
Based on member interest, the group is in the process of
establishing its method of working, committee structure,
and work plan. Elected officers for the year include: Joe
Maloney, President; Emma Fravesi, Secretary; and Carol
Crespo as Treasurer. Other board members include: Tim
Boyer, Virgil Loken, Don Prange (current Grand Jury Fore‐
man) and Jim Spagnole. Becky Castaneda is acting as court
liaison and is one of the group’s associate members.
SCGJA members are looking forward to getting acquainted
with individuals from the other California Chapters at the
State Conference which will be held in Sacramento this Oc‐
tober. Please see separate article on the annual confer‐
ence.
Grant Writers Sought
please contact:
Tony Noce or Jerry Lewi
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ANGELO ROLANDO MEMORIAL AWARD
Each year CGJA honors one member for outstanding service to our organization. The award is presented at the annual
CGJA conference. This year the annual conference will be held October 29—30 in Sacramento. Watch our website at
CGJA.org. for more information as planning proceeds.
We look to the members of CGJA to nominate members whose service they consider worthy of receiving this prestig‐
ious award. Nominations will be accepted for consideration by the Committee until July 31, 2009.
In arriving at a decision to nominate someone you believe deserving, please consider that this award is for past service
and not for anticipated service in future years. Some factors you may wish to consider:
Substantive service at both the county level and state level in support of CGJA objectives and goals. Demonstrated ex‐
ceptional leadership skills and is unusually effective in accomplishing projects.
A nominee must be a current member of CGJA.
There will be no multiple awards.
Newly elected or out going CGJA Presidents are not eligible.
Past recipients are not eligible for re‐nomination.
When submitting a nomination, please use the following format:
Name of Nominee _________________________________
Name of nominating person __________________________
Supporting information (use additional pages if necessary)
Nominations should be submitted to the Chairperson Of the Rolando Award Committee to arrive on or before July 31,
2009, by postal mail to Duane Mason, 8174 Oakcrest Pl., Palo Cedro, CA, 96073 or via email to Vendwight@alol.com.
If you have questions feel free to contact Duane by phone, 530‐547‐4047.

Training Committee
By Bette Flick

The Training Committee and trainers are making final preparations to present their annual seminars and on‐
site training throughout the state during the months of July and August. Here is where they will be this year:

Sonoma County

July 7 & 8

Ventura County

July 9 & 10

Humboldt County

July 9 & 10

Fullerton Foreperson Workshop and Seminar

July 12‐14

San Joaquin County

July 16 & 17

Sacramento Foreperson Workshop and Seminar

July 19‐21

Redding Foreperson Workshop and Seminar

July 22‐24

Concord Foreperson Workshop and Seminar

July 26‐28

Visalia Seminar

July 30 & 31
Continued on page 9
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V o l .

Public Relations
Committee Report
By Jerry Lewi, Chair

The most im‐
portant event
since the last
Journal was the
completion of
another Osher
Lifelong Learn‐
ing Institute Course on Grand
Juries at UCLA on three consecu‐
tive Monday afternoons in April
and May. I was privileged to
lead the team that includes Lew
Avera who covered the Law,
Audrey Lynberg who provided a
case history of effective grand
jury work along with Bill Turner
and Bill Selditz of the Los Ange‐
les Chapter who also presented
case histories from Los Angeles.
The concluding session included
Dr. Robert Sax, a recent foreper‐
son and March Boyer from the
Los Angeles County Court Ad‐
ministrative Office who dis‐
cussed specifics of the Los Ange‐
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les County grand jury experi‐
ence. Boyer also showed the
new Los Angeles County recruit‐
ing video that made an impact
on the 18‐member class. The
program received good reviews
as well as useful feedback to
guide us in improving future
Osher programs.
Anyone interested in putting on
an Osher course at any campus
of the University of California or
the California State University
system please contact me or
Betty J. Mattea. While it takes a
little work to pull one together,
the results are gratifying
We will be issuing an updated
Grand Jury Achievement report
in time for this year’s training
seminars. It’s not too late to
submit candidates for this effort.
Click on Grand Jury Achieve‐
ments on our website for more
information.
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Board Actions
By Joann Landi

April 28,
2009 meeting
Approved
Journal
budget increase.
Approved San Diego as 2010
Conference host county.
May 26, 2009 meeting
Approved increase in 2009 Conference budget
Ratified President’s appointment of Judi Lazenby as CGJA
Treasurer
Ratified Banking Resolution
Authorized seeking clarification/
advice from Counsel regarding
member request.

Training Continued from page 6

Merced County

August 1

Tri‐County (Amador, Calavaras, Tuolomne)

August 3 & 4

Alpine County

August 5 & 6

We were contacted by our Tuolumne County contact who stated, “The Courts have received nothing but
positive feedback for Grand Jury Members regarding this training.” We are gratified to hear such comments
from other counties and individuals who attend our sessions and as a result of such support we have been
able to add additional counties to our schedule.
This year’s curriculum has been modified from previous years by substituting a new overview presentation at
the beginning of the seminar and moving Continuity to an optional workshop. Group Process is now a core
workshop. These changes have been implemented to improve the overall seminar learning experience.
Membership Renewal Time
You will soon receive a membership renewal letter that will include your due date.
Membership dues are now $30 per year, $25 per year if you pay for 2 or more years at a time.
Lifetime memberships are available for $500.
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Diane Hoffman Continued from page 2

After completing her Grand Jury experience, Dianne joined the CA Grand Jurors Assn and is currently on the Board of Directors. She
has been training new Grand Jurors for five years. She is a member of the Orange County Grand Jurors Assn. She worked for the
Registrar of Voters in Orange County, developed a training program for precinct workers and presented the training in 2001 and
2002. She operates a small business called Dianne’s Screen Scene, providing in-home training on computer software applications
such as Microsoft Office, Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop as well as others.
Dianne is interested in genealogy and spends one week each year doing research at the Salt Lake City Family History Library. She is
a Member of the Orange County California Genealogical Society and the Orange Grove Quilters Guild and is involved with a group
that conducts tours of the Superior Courthouse in Santa Ana for 8th and 12th grade students. A serious quilter who loves football,
reading and Nintendo, she loved her grand jury service and hopes to help others enjoy the experience as well.

So What IS a Blog, Anyway?
By Kathy Wylie

A weblog, or "blog", is a personal journal on the Web. The California Grand Jury Association maintains a blog of all published news articles relating to the (non-criminal) Grand
Jury reports issued through the counties of California. This blog is mainly intended as a
reference point of information for sitting Grand Jurors, County Counsels, District Attorneys, and Presiding Judges in California. The power of weblogs is that
they allow millions of people to easily publish their ideas, and millions more to
comment on them.
Most blogs including the CGJA blog, allow readers to post comments, opinions or reactions to a post. Comments can often be found directly following
the blog entry. When available, the blog also lists the website address for the
actual article, as well as the Grand Jury report that was issued. You can set it up
so the blog will email you when new posts are published by becoming a ‘follower’.
So how can Grand Jurors use a Blog?
The CGJA blog is a searchable reference database, to topics of study and reports
issued by the 58 county grand juries in California. Jurors can search by county to
find reports specific to a county or city, or more importantly by word-search. For
instance, if a jury is contemplating a study of the hazmat procedures, jurors
can search the term ‘hazmat’, and find a recent report from Solano
County on that topic. This identifies potential issues for the issuance of a
local grand jury report, as well as potential ‘experts’ on the topic at the
county grand jury that issued the report.
Try it yourself! It is easy and FREE to access this CGJA resource. Check it out at:
http://cgja.blogspot.com/
Agenda and Minutes of Board of
Directors
Meetings Now Online
at www.cgja.org
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CGJA Officers
President
Anthony W. Noce
2808 Houchin Road
Bakersfield, CA 93304
661-835-7591
cgjaguy@yahoo.com

Vice President
Catherine McKown
P.O. Box 764
Mill Valley, CA 94942
415-383-5262
cdmac1@aol.com

CGJA Directors
North
Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com
Sherry Chesny, Placer
sherry.c@cebridge.net
Ray Hoffman, Nevada
nrhoffman@comcast.net
Diane Masini, Nevada
domasini@sbcglobal.net

Judi Lazenby, Santa Cruz
judilazenby@aol.com
Catherine McKown, Marin
cdmac1@aol.com

South
Dianne Hoffman, Orange
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Kathy Wylie, Mendocino
kathy@mcn.org

Walter D. Hofmann MD,
San Diego
wdh438@gmail.com

Central

Mary Johnston, Kings
grammiemj@comcast.net

Serena Bardell,
San Francisco
sbardell@aol.com

Jerry Lewi, Ventura
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com

Karin Hern, Marin
Karin.hern@sbcglobal.net

Anthony Noce, Kern
cgjaguy@yahoo.com
John Sitton, San Benito
sitton_john@yahoo.com

Joann Landi San Mateo
Joannelandi@aol.com

Standing Committee Chairs
Legislative Affairs
Judi Lazenby
831-724-0790
judilazenby@aol.com

Public Relations
Jerry Lewi
805- 532-1321
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com

Membership Relations
John Mainland
661-587-7622
jcmg@lightspeed.net

Training
Lew Avera Jr.
949-388-8910
lewavera@cox.net

Secretary
Joann Landi
178 South Palomar Drive
Redwood City, CA 94062
650-365-4184
joannelandi@aol.com

Treasurer
Judi Lazenby
1961 Main Street #198
Watsonville, CA 95076
831-724-0790
judilazenby@aol.com

CGJA Chapters
Fresno County Chapter
Marian Mosley, President
marianmosley@att.net
Website:fresno.cgja.org

Nevada County Chapter
Ray Hoffman, President
nrhoffman@comcast.net

Humboldt County Chapter
Keath North, President
Krn48@aol.com

Sacramento County Chapter
Joseph Maloney, President
joepm@pacbell.net

Kern County Chapter
Trudy Slater, President
tslater@bak.rr.com
Website: kern.cgja.org

San Benito County Chapter
John Sitton, President
sitton_john@yahoo.com

Kings County Chapter
Betty Hampton, President
bettyh@cvip.net
Los Angeles County Chapter
William Selditz, President
whseld@aol.com
Marin County Chapter
Catherine McKown, President
cdmac1@aol.com
Website: www.mgja.org
Monterey County Chapter
Ray Wuco, President
carmelwuco@redshift.com
Napa County Chapter
Daniel Mufson, Ph.D.
President;
dan@apotherx.com

San Francisco County
Chapter
Jack McNulty, President
jlmn413@hotmail.com
San Luis Obispo County
Chapter
Jim Ragan, President
jimragan@charter.net
San Mateo County Chapter
Mike Miller, President
okmiller@pacbell.net
Website:
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/
smcagj/
Solano County Chapter
Wanda Kiger‐Tucker,
President
kigertucker@juno.com

Our website is a great informational resource for grand ju‐
ries to use. Our “links” and “local Grand Jury information”
pages will take you to websites that can assist in research
and information
Visit us at www.cgja.org
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Address Service Requested
Welcome
to
our new
Chapter
Sacramento County
Grand Jurors’
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(SCGJA)

Format for submitting
letters and articles to the
Grand Jurors' Journal
Articles should be e-mailed to
Jerry Lewi, Editor
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com
Articles submitted by e-mail should be
saved in Rich Text Format and transmitted as an attachment to the e-mail
message.
If e-mail is not available, articles
should be faxed to Jerry at 805-2417912
Letters to the editor are limited to 200
words. (One hundred words for
“Kudos” thank-you letters).
The Journal will highlight opinion articles written by readers, experts, and
issues advocates. They may be 500 to
600 words in length.
We are especially interested in articles
on Grand Jury issues or solutions to
improving public education of the
grand jury system in California.
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The Mission
of the
California
Grand Jurors’
Association
is
To promote government
accountability by
improving the training
and
resources available to
California’s
58 regular grand juries
and
educating the public about
the substantial local
government oversight
and
reporting powers
these grand juries have

Diane Masini
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