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To our
Membership,
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Friends:
All of us at CGJA
wish you and
yours peace and
happiness this
Holiday Season
and throughout
the New Year.
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President’s Message By Bill Trautman
As I began my Presidency at the Annual Conference last Novem‐
ber, an audacious member of our San Francisco Chapter asked
me during the Open Forum what my vision and objec ves were
for the CGJA. A great ques on! Here is what I said.
1.) An important objec ve is to strengthen the coopera on,
communica on and coordina on among our Chapters, Associa‐
ons and the CGJA so we are all working in accord to support
and protect the Grand Jury process
We have made a good start‐‐‐the Regional mee ngs have ex‐
panded; the Chapter news in the Journal has increased; and we
be er know what we each are doing.
The crea on of the Chapter IR Guidelines is a great example of the CGJA working
with the Chapters to develop programs to conduct eﬀec ve follow‐up to get grand
jury recommenda ons implemented.
The CGJA is also in the process of providing chapters with assistance with tax and
regulatory filings.
2.) Get more of the next genera on of former grand jurors, Chapter members, into the
Statewide CGJA ac vi es.
We have two former Chapter Presidents on the CGJA Board and one heads our Fi‐
nance Commi ee. We have several Chapter members on CGJA Commi ees. So we
are making some progress here.
3.) Broaden the knowledge of the public and our high school and college students
about the work of the California Grand Juries.
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Our Educa on Commi ee under Beate’s tutelage is gaining some trac on in this
endeavor. Our PR Commi ee is constantly working at this. The PSA with Gavin
Newsom is a real posi ve. Our Website has con nued to expand and improve—this
is an ongoing process. If you want to see enthusiasm, ask the PR Commi ee about
the Website.
4.) Another objec ve is that we will con nue our excellence in training grand jurors,
growing chapters and membership, and providing legal and legisla ve resources for
the grand jury community.
Training under Marsha conducted its best program this year—training more than
95% of grand jurors in the State at mul ple loca ons with new PP and revised man‐
uals. It managed its costs and expenses well.
Our membership and chapters under Dan and Beate have con nued to grow—we
are up to 27 chapters. I digress for a moment to acknowledge Dan Mufson's resig‐
Continued page 2
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na on a er four successful years as Chair of MRC by presen ng him with a special plaque.
The LLRC work product under Karen Jahr is outstanding. The responses are though ul and complete. The number of
inquiries from grand juries, chapters and Court personnel con nues to increase.
Our Treasurer, Dianne Hoﬀman, and new Assistant Treasurer, Bonnie Kenk, kept us in good financial shape as you can
see from the financial statement in the Program.
I have personally spent a lot of me with our very coopera ve Awards Commi ee under Be y Ma ea to upgrade the
awards to correspond to the importance of the service rewarded and make the presenta ons more meaningful. The
Commi ee has done an outstanding job in selec ng the award recipients.
Moreover, what can I say about the Annual Conference Commi ee under Diane Shepp. It was the overwhelming view
at the last Conference that we should con nue to have annual conferences in the same mold as successfully achieved
the past 2 years in Napa. Well we almost lost 2013 AC altogether. If it were not for the SLO Chapter stepping up and
the Napa Conferences leadership, we would not be standing here today.
So with all this success and energy, what does the CGJA family need to work on? Simply leadership and collegiality at
all levels. We have to con nue to translate our mission goals into collec ve ac ons and accomplishments with each
CGJA commi ee, each Chapter or Associa on, each member suppor ng and protec ng this unique opportunity we
have in California called the Grand Jury ins tu on.

Another successful annual conference!
By Diane Dame´ Shepp, Chair, 32nd annual statewide CGJA conference

Recent annual conferences have highlighted the in‐
creased scope of CGJA ac vi es. This year we focused
on how environmental factors (fiscal issues) are influenc‐
ing our communi es and the opera ons of grand juries
necessita ng our Rolling with Reali es. And rolling was
the opera ve word.
A endance topped 95, including guests. Not quite the
numbers we have had in the recent past, however con‐
sidering that the conference commi ee had less than
three months to plan, these are great numbers! Par ci‐
pants included CGJA Chapter members and si ng grand
jurors from throughout the State.
Registrant evalua ons were as varied as the 84 dele‐
gates from 23 coun es. What one person liked another
did not. This aside, the general overall conference ra ng
averaged 2.69 [on a scale of 1‐3: 1=lowest, 3‐highest].
Many found the 5 panels and 24 speakers informa ve,
well rounded and insigh ul. Adjec ves used to describe
Dan Walters, a reporter for the Sacramento Bee and the
keynote speaker included “super”, “excellent”, “very
interes ng to hear about ‘unintended consequences’”.
However, Mr. Walters came in second in the highest
ra ng to The Eﬀects of Realignment on the Condi on and
Management of Deten on Facili es panel, chaired by
Edward Kreins of San Luis Obispo. “Excellent”,
“outstanding”, and “super content and perspec ves
from great set of outside speakers on a very mely top‐
ic!”, rated this panel with a 2.94…just about as perfect as

possible.
As is the nature of the beast with any large event, good
old Murphy’s Law had been at it again this year: Broken
arms, panel chairs resigning, panelists cancelling, health
issues, playing catch‐up, last minute registrant cancella‐
ons, frayed nerves……but heck we had less than 3
months to accomplish what normally takes at least a
year. In these situa ons, I am of the opinion that the
best outcomes are found by taking a deep breath or as
the Bri sh say, “keep calm and carry on”. So too, the AC
commi ee. We met the challenge by “Rolling with the
Punches or Reali es”.
Did I say we? By we I mean a team of incredible, dedi‐
cated individuals.
It has been said:
Great Leaders don’t tell you what to do…they show you
how it’s done.
The following people can truly be called “great leaders”
because they not only have shown you how it’s done,
but they did it in record me!
The Program Planning Team, chaired by Dan Mufson,
and commi ee members: Bill Trautman, Beate Boul ng‐
house, Jim Ragan and John Monaco (I believe by the way
all of these individuals are or have been oﬃcers on the
CGJA board and con nued their regular du es, while
pulling the conference out of their hat). Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

Panel Chairs, Jim Ragan, Marsha Caranci, Medsie Bolin,
Ed Kreins, John Monaco.
Then there are the miracle workers of SLO, otherwise
known as the….
Former Grand Jurors’ Associa on, San Luis Obispo Coun‐
ty Chapter, CGJA and President Mimi Kallan.

2013 Annual Conference
By Jerry Lewi, Editor

This annual event came oﬀ in a very
eﬃcient and produc ve manner, de‐
spite the short period of me allowed
to complete all the planning required.
Diane Dame Shepp took on the role of
chair for the third consecu ve year, and
with the help of many others, including
a significant number of members of the
San Luis Obispo Chapter, lead by Mimi Kalland, Chapter
President, and Jim Ragan.
Welcoming Remarks
SLO County Board of Supervi‐
sors Bruce Gibson comment‐
ed the grand jury deals with
totally non‐par san en es
and is part of an interac ve
network of local govern‐
ments, the press, the grand
jury and the electorate. The
grand jury informs the elec‐
torate of issues with local
governments through their
reports.
SLO Superior Court Presiding
Judge Barry LaBarbera com‐
The Honorable Barry LaBarbera
mented on the issues facing
the courts such as budgets, prison realignments and a
change in the three‐strikes law. He commended the SLO
Grand Jury for issuing reports that have made a diﬀer‐
ence.
Grand Jury Recommenda on Implementa on Review
Panel Chair Jim Ragan opened the session by recoun ng
how the CGJA Board of Directors developed a set of
guidelines to encourage chapters to engage in reviewing
the implementa on of accepted grand jury recommen‐
da ons. Each panelist then described their ac vi es in
following these guidelines.
Meredith Avery (San Diego) briefly reviewed the San Die‐
go Implementa on Review Commi ee as this has been

Bruce Gibson, SLO County Supervisor, Mimi Kelland, President
SLO Chapter, participating in Opening Session

reported o en at other conferences and in this Journal.
The formal agreement with San Diego County appoints a
commi ee of former grand jurors every year. This com‐
mi ee meets with county oﬃcials to update the status
of those grand jury recommenda ons that the county
agreed to.
Richard Klein (Sonoma) reported that the chapter re‐
quests an interview with the appropriate en ty to seek
status informa on. They are careful to keep their ac‐
ons separate from CGJA in order to avoid poten al le‐
gal issues. They are careful to keep any interviews as non
‐confronta onal as possible and plan to publish results.
Lloyd Bell (Contra Costa) stated that their chapter ac vi‐
ty is limited to making sure that all responses that re‐
quested more me are completed. They had found that
there were hundreds of such ac ons, so aggressive fol‐
low‐up was needed. They use le ers, and wherever pos‐
sible, have such le ers signed by a resident of that com‐
munity. They coordinate with the grand jury. They are
also limi ng their ac vi es in order not to dilute the
eﬀort.
Mike Chernock (Marin) reported that their ac vity is only
three months old so there are no results to report. Mar‐
in Chapter members decided to accomplish this eﬀort as
individuals totally outside the associa on. Chernock em‐
phasized that when a decision is made to start such an
ac vity, it is important to “Do it now!” (Editor note: The
new group, good to their word, had their eﬀort publi‐
cized in their local paper. See h p://www.marinij.com/
marinnews/ci_24575091/former‐marin‐grand‐jurors‐
con nue‐watchdog‐local‐aﬀairs?IADID=Search‐
www.marinij.com‐www.marinij.com. (Or visit the
Newsblog on our website.)
Discussion that followed dealt with trying to publicize
Continued on page 4

V o l .

1 4

N o .

6

C G J A

J o u r n a l

D e c e m b e r

2 0 1 3

4

IR panel: Mike Chernock (Marin), Rich Klein (Sonoma), Meredith Avery (San Diego), Panel Chair Jim Ragan (SLO), and Lloyd Bell (Contra
Continued from page 3

results. There is a lack of interest in the media as there
is a wide‐spread feeling that responses to grand jury re‐
ports are not newsworthy. Jerry Lewi reminded all of
the Grand Jury Achievement Report that is a vehicle for
documen ng all successful implementa on of grand jury
recommenda ons. It is intended to provide proof of the
value of grand juries.
Behind the Scenes – In Front of the Lights
Four senior trainers put on a slide show describing the
history, the planning and the logis cs of pu ng on the
annual grand jury training program. The program has
grown from 300 a endees in 2000 to over 1,000 in 2013
and from two sites to 29 sites. This year we trained ju‐
rors from all but four coun es, a record high. See page
14 for a map portraying this. There are 17 trainers who
traveled all over the state in about a six‐week period.
The 2013 training was concluded in November with six
one‐day Report Wri ng Workshops.
Special Recogni on Awards

President Bill Trautman awarded several cer ficate of
special recogni on to Dan Walters, Bonnie Kenk and Ka‐
ren Jahr. More details elsewhere in this issue.
Keynote Speaker – Dan Walters, Sacramento Bee
Mr. Walters started by sta ng that if he were to write
another book, it would be tled, Unintended Conse‐
quences. He then related a whole scenario proving his
point, star ng with Proposi on 13 in 1972 that, as most
Californians know, had a major impact on funding of lo‐
cal governments. Since then there have been a series of
ac ons by governors and the legislature to correct for
this condi on. Each of them in turn has had their own
“unintended consequences.” It has go en so convolut‐
ed and complicated that it is nearly impossible to under‐
stand and probably impossible to unwind. Examples are
the 1980 budget bailout which was intended as a tempo‐
rary tax, ERAF, to support schools, Proposi on 1A of ten
years ago, Redevelopment Agencies and their subse‐
quent disbanding as ordered by Governor Brown two
years ago.
Continued on page 5

Realignment Panel left to right: Jim Salio, Ian Parkinson, Donny Youngblood, Curtis Hill and Ed Kreins

Continued from page 4
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Recent ac ons include Prison Realignment (see ar cle on
a panel discussion on this) and Proposi on 30 that added
taxes, again temporarily. What may happen here is that
programs related to prison realignment will be funded
by these temporary taxes and then le without funding
when these taxes expire. This is likely to lead to another
correc ve ac on.
Walters contends that there is really only one budget‐
the state budget ‐ because of all the shi ing of funds
between the state and local governments, local govern‐
ments have great diﬃculty knowing what to count on
from the state.
In response to a ques on, Walters was not forthcoming
about any solu on to this mess. In response to another
ques on, he believes term limits have helped in some
ways, e.g., reducing corrup on, but have hurt in other
ways. What must be frustra ng to grand juries is that
there is li le they can do since this is all controlled at the
state level.
The Eﬀects of Realignment on Deten on Facili es and
the Impact of SB 105
We are all aware the Prison Realignment is the result of
a Federal Court Order direc ng the state to reduce its
prison popula on in order to have prison accommoda‐
ons meet cons tu onal requirements. This panel
looked at some of the ongoing results.
Jim Salio described the organiza onal structure where
Proba on oﬃcials are chairing Community Correc ons
Partnerships in each county. Problems include not
enough funding, limited supervision of parolees, and lack
of treatment facili es. It is too soon to know if this plan
is working.
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Sherriﬀ Parkinson (SLO) described his responsibility to
house, feed and humanely treat prisoners. Having long
term prisoners in facili es designed for no more than
one‐jail me is a problem. He believes government must
provide educa on and employment opportuni es for
prisoners to prevent them from going back to the life
that got them in prison in the first place.
Sherriﬀ Youngblood (Kern) stated that the realignment
has drama cally changed the prison popula on. He also
believes that there are certain number of prisoners that
have no inten on of reforming and that; therefore,
those resources that are available should be dedicated
to those who wish to be helped.
Cur s Hill, who sees the picture from a state‐wide per‐
spec ve, sees the prison management issue as a major
change due to realignment and that it is being watched
carefully county by county. There are major varia ons
from county to county. One problem being looked into
by the legislature is the defini on of recidivism. One
issue is the standard of care for long term prisoners vs.
that of lesser term detainees. For example, some medi‐
cal problems can be deferred un l a prisoner is released,
but may not suﬃce for one held for a longer term. This
results in pressure of health care at the county level.
The concept of split terms was discussed. A split term
means some jail/prison me and some me outside the
prison under constant monitoring. It is not the same as
being on parole.
Unlike the budge ng issue described by Dan Walters,
county grand juries are able to inves gate the local jail
issues and oﬀer recommenda ons.

Awards 2013

Receiving the Robert Geiss Excellence in Reporting Award L to R: SLO County Grand Jurors Ron Trayner, James De Rose III, Forman Grand
Jury 2013—14, Norman Baxter, Mike Chamberlain, Sue Benitez, Ellen Polinsky, and Paul Provence
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Awards 2013 con nued
Robert Geiss Excellence in Repor ng Award
The Robert Geiss Excellence in Repor ng Award was given to the 2010‐11 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury for their
report, “The South San Luis Obispo County Sanita on District.”
The report exposed the district administrator’s conflict of interest – the district administrator was also the district engi‐
neer and treasurer. The board of directors failed to recognize and eliminate or mi gate the conflict. The board did not
evaluate, re‐bid, or modify the contract with the district administrator for more than twenty‐five years.
Previously, when ques ons were raised, an internal inves ga on absolved the administrator of any viola ons, and no
changes were made. The Grand Jury found the inves ga on to be flawed. Publica on of the Grand Jury report and the
public interest it generated led to changes on the board. The administrator in ques on resigned.

Excellence in Repor ng – Media Award
The News Media Excellence in Repor ng Award to the Nancy Pasternack for her repor ng on the Su er County Animal
Control Shelter, a report issued by the 2010‐11 Su er County Grand Jury.
The report documented the horrific condi ons and lack of professional maintenance at the shelter. Most of her thirty‐
nine factual ar cles were published in the Appeal Democrat. Her tenacity in a ending the mee ngs of the Live Oak
City Council and the Su er County Board of Supervisors kept her up to date on the proceedings regarding the animal
shelter. Her professional interviewing of key personnel involved with the evalua on of the condi ons at the shelter
and the high level of accuracy in her ar cles increased public awareness of the Grand Jury’s eﬀorts, and contributed to
the resolu on of the animal shelter’s situa on, long delayed as a result of disagreement between the city and county.
Her repor ng was an important factor in the resolu on of the animal shelter situa on ‐‐ a new shelter is being built.
Ms. Pasternack was unable to a end the conference to accept this award.

The Angelo Rolando Memorial Award 2013— Diane Dame Shepp
The Angelo Rolando Memorial Award is presented each year to the
person who has demonstrated outstanding par cipa on at both the
state and county level in support of CGJA’s goals and objec ves, ap‐
plied excellent leadership skills, and eﬀec vely accomplished goals
and projects. It is one of CGJA’s most pres gious awards.
CGJA Support, Leadership and Accomplishments:
Well, a er this third annual conference in a row under Diane’s lead‐
ership, who does not recognize her ability to plan and accomplish
goals‐‐organizing and handling the myriad of details involved with
such an undertaking? She truly can roll with reali es: the 2011 con‐
ference first conference that the Napa Chapter was asked to run
when Marin dropped out mid‐year. Diane got things going so well,
that just about every CGJA member thought she/Napa ought to just
do it again in 2012. And did they‐the largest a endance and best
mee ng ever with over 100 registrants from 27 coun es; 28 speakers
on 6 panels; lots of donated wine; and significant fund raising. It was
so successful that the CGJA Board had to accept the enthusiasm of
the par cipants that the conferences needed to con nue annually.
And now, here we are again, with just a few months’ no ce, recog‐
nizing the pending diﬃcul es, she volunteered her me and eﬀorts
Continued on page 7
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Awards 2013 con nued
Continued from page 6

to assure that this year there would be a conference. She has done a yeoman’s job as the conference chair while
providing her leadership to gain the support of the San Luis Obispo chapter to host the conference. There is so li le
doubt that she could do it again with even less prepara on me, she has been appointed to Chair a new CGJA standing
commi ee, the Annual Conference Commi ee, to provide long‐term guidance for future endeavors. With her extraor‐
dinary organiza onal skills, she has since prepared a detailed template from her experiences as a guide for future plan‐
ners of Annual Conferences.
Diane also chairs the CGJA Fund Development Commi ee, which is providing guidance to the Board on long‐term finan‐
cial security for the associa on by clearly defining needs.
Napa Chapter Support, Leadership and Accomplishments:
Following her two grand jury terms, she became ac ve in the local chapter serving twice as President of the Napa Coun‐
ty Chapter in 2010 and again in 2013. She used the CGJA purpose statement to define the chapter’s goals and estab‐
lished a chapter execu ve commi ee and standing commi ees to guide opera ons. Through her communica on skills,
the Court recognized the value of the partnership with the chapter and ought it out to strengthen the grand jury system
in Napa County. Upon finishing her first term as President, she created an outline of the chapter opera ons for subse‐
quent oﬃcers. She built CGJA membership in the Chapter to rank third, among all CGJA chapters.
As Chapter President, Diane is very generous with her public recogni on and apprecia on of volunteer eﬀorts. She
builds teamwork and lets her members know they are relevant to the success of the CGJA the Napa County Chapter.
The Award:
For these reasons, we honor Diane for her dedica on and accomplishments for the California Grand Jurors’ Associa on
with the 2013 Angelo Rolando Memorial Award. Presented on October 28, 2013 at San Luis Obispo.
William E. Trautman
President, California Grand Jurors’ Associa on

Cer ficates of Recogni on
President Bill Trautman awarded several cer ficates of
recogni on. Highlights of these awards follow.
Bonnie Kenk (San Diego)
Bonnie has contributed significantly to the CGJA’s opera‐
ons. She developed and maintains a comprehensive mem‐
ber database that enables the associa on to access member
informa on necessary to accomplish its responsibili es. She
maintains the IM (Introductory Members) Program data‐
base, forwards the Journal to them and refers or responds
to their ques ons. She also handles Annual Conference reg‐
istra on and distribu on of director elec on ballots.
Being an expert in Quick Books that the associa on uses in
its accoun ng for data entry, Bonnie has been a great help
to the associa on’s Treasurer in improving the associa on’s
accoun ng processes. Because of her eﬀorts and talents,
she was recently appointed Assistant Treasurer of the asso‐
cia on.

Continued on page 8
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Karen Jahr (Shasta)
Karen has made several outstanding contribu ons to CGJA in many capaci es. She con nues
as the lead trainer in Grand Jury Law and Legal Topics. She is also Chair of the Training Cur‐
riculum Subcommi ee and played a major role upda ng the power point presenta ons and
2013 Training Manual.
Karen is also a member of the Board of Directors and Chair of its Legal & Legisla ve Re‐
sources Commi ee. As LLRC Chair, she has responded to numerous inquiries from grand ju‐
ries, chapters and court personnel on statutory law and best prac ces. Her responses are
always organized, though ul, informa ve and complete.
Dan Walters (Sacramento Bee)
In 1850 California’s founders provided for grand juries in each county to
oversee local government; the Li le Hoover Commission was founded in
1962 as an independent state oversight agency; and since 1975 there has
been Dan Walters at the Sacramento Union, and later the Bee, watching
over it all, and through more than 7500 columns appearing in more than
50 California newspapers, posing the ques on for his readers, “who is
doing what to whom in Sacramento and around the state.”
In a state as large, and diverse, as ours there is a need for those who
would perform the watchdog func ons over the ac ons of those who run
our governments. Dan Walters has been California’s SUPER WATCHDOG
for almost half a Century.

Bill Trautman & Dan Mufson presented a Certificate of Recognition to Dan Walters

President, Bill Trautman presents a special plaque to Dan Mufson thanking him for his four successful years as Chair
of MRC. L to R are Jim Ragan, John Monaco, Dan Mufson, Bill Trautman, Marsha Caranci, Beate Boul nghouse and Ka‐
ren Jahr
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CGJA Board of Directors 2013

The Honorable Barry LaBarbera swore in CGJA 2013 Board. They are L to R: Back row Jim Ragan, Keith North, Karin Hearn, John Monaco,
Bill Trautman, Dan Mufson. Front row: Karen Jahr, Diane Hoffman, Gary Greenberg, Beate Boultinghouse and Marsha Caranci

Commi ee Reports
Finance Commi ee By John Monaco, Chair
Commi ee membership – a new commi ee chair was
appointed in November 2012. Commi ee members in‐
clude: Marsha Caranci, Karin Hern, Dianne Hoﬀman
(CGJA Treasurer), Bonnie Kenk (CGJA Assistant Treasur‐
er), and John Monaco (Chair).
Goals – These are the goals the commi ee established
for 2013 along with their current status:
 Balance books monthly – ongoing; pulling in exper‐
se when needed to assure eﬀec ve accoun ng of
expenses; established assistant treasurer posi on.
 Distribute monthly budget reports to finance com‐
mi ee first week of each month – ongoing; estab‐
lished ac ve monthly process and mee ng regimen
to review, understand, and assure accuracy of re‐
ports.
 Develop investment policy – 25% complete; higher
priori es have constrained progress. Philosophy de‐
veloped – very conserva ve, retain the liquidity to
enable shi ing of funds between savings and check‐
ing, strive to earn more than standard savings inter‐
est.
 Develop asset deprecia on schedule – completed.

Budgets – led the development of the Board‐approved
2013 budget and ini ated the development of the 2014
budget.
Financial ins tu ons – switched banking from Bank of
America to Chase.
Chapter database – established new process to co‐
maintain a database of chapters between the Member‐
ship Rela ons Commi ee and the Finance Commi ee.
Field sales process – established process to more eﬀec‐
vely capture CGJA field sales during training events.
Tax and regulatory compliance guidelines for chapters:
 Published CGJA Guidelines for Chapter Tax Filing in
May;
 Ini ated process to achieve state group tax exemp‐
on status for CGJA chapters;
 Published CGJA Chapter Regulatory Requirements at
Annual Conference.
Online payment – To increase the ease with which mem‐
bers can do business with CGJA, eﬀorts have been ini at‐
ed between the Finance and Public Rela ons Com‐
mi ees to implement a more streamlined online pay‐
ment process, to also include direct credit card pay-

ments.
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Commi ee Reports con nued
Legal and Legisla ve Resources Commi ee (LLRC)
By Karen Jahr, Chair

The Legal and Legisla ve Resources Commi ee is com‐
prised of a orneys, members of CGJA’s training team,
and CGJA oﬃcers and members who have experience in
state legisla ve ma ers and knowledge of grand jury law
and prac ces. The commi ee has two primary func ons.
We monitor California legisla ve proposals that, if
adopted, could aﬀect the powers or du es of county
grand juries. When legisla on is proposed that appears
harmful to the grand jury system, we provide an analysis
of the proposal to state lawmakers, their staﬀ, and
si ng grand juries; and when necessary, we address the
Legislature or its commi ees on the likely eﬀect of the
proposed legisla on.
This year, there was no legisla ve ac on of interest to
CGJA, so we spent essen ally all of our me on our other
primary responsibility, which is to answer ques ons
about California law and prac ce related to the grand
jury's civil func ons. Ques ons are submi ed to us by
grand juries, individual grand jurors, CGJA chapters,
court personnel, and others. LLRC does not provide legal
advice. We instead refer inquirers to the appropriate
provisions of the Penal Code and/or give them our "best
prac ces" recommenda ons.
During this past year, LLRC provided formal answers to
over 60 ques ons on a wide variety of issues, including
how to recruit grand jurors, per diems, grand jury facili‐
es, juror conflicts and recusals, the grand jury's jurisdic‐
on, inves ga ve techniques, the release and distribu‐
on of reports, remedies for an en ty's failure to re‐
spond to or implement the grand jury's recommenda‐
ons, and grand jury records reten on policies.
In addi on to answering ques ons such as these, LLRC
maintains the FAQ page on CGJA's website, using our
formal answers as the basis for providing general infor‐
ma on about grand jury law and prac ce to website visi‐
tors. LLRC is chaired by Karen Jahr and includes Claire
Arano, Karin Hem, Dianne Hoﬀman, Jerry Jaggers, Ron
Miguel, Bill Trautman, and Kathy Wylie. Our newest
member, Larry Johnson, joined us in September.

Follow California Grand Juries in the news
at our Blogspot h p://cgja.blogspot.com/

Membership Rela ons Commi ee (MRC)
By Dan Mufson, Committee Chair

CGJA Membership Sta s cs
2012
(November)
2013
(September)

Voting
Members
297

Introductory
Members
439

Chapters

341* (+44)

488 (+49)

27**

24

*As of July 13, 2013, we had 328 members eligible vote in the
2013 board elec ons.
** Three chapters were dissolved during this me period
due to inac vity and lack of members (Policy 7.007). The
chapter funds for Nevada and Monterey chapters were
transferred to the CGJA Treasurer.
The county with the most CGJA members in the North‐
ern Region is Bu e with 12; in the Central Region, Marin
with 33; in the Southern Region, San Diego with 18.
In May, we began our 2013 drive to build new chapters
by communica ng with our Introductory Members and
Forepersons in 23 coun es with no chapters. In June, the
Public Rela ons Commi ee and the Board approved
sending email copies of all past Introductory Members
who wish to receive it. The Public Rela ons Commi ee
runs this program.
The following new chapters (showing current CGJA
members) were approved in this me period (from last
year's Annual Conference to date):
Madera (8)
San Bernardino (10)
San Joaquin (12)
Santa Cruz (16)
Yolo (8)
Regional mee ngs were enthusias cally a ended in the
Bay Area, Sacramento Valley, San Joaquin Valley, and a
special web conference in the northwestern coun es.
Beate Boul nghouse established a coordinated calendar
for these mee ngs.
Owen Haxton announced his re rement from MRC in
January, and Larry Walker resigned in the spring. Mike
Chernock joined us and jumped right in with the sugges‐
on that the MRC should con nue the spirit of coopera‐
on observed at the 2012 Chapter Oﬃcer's Mee ng: we
should query chapters for input on issues they would like
us to survey from all chapters. Since April, we have solic‐
ited ac ve chapter input on their ac vi es by our Chief
Correspondent, Medsie Bolin. Their input is refined as
"News from Around the State" by Beate Boul nghouse.
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Commi ee Reports con nued
CGJA Training Committee

By Marsha Caranci, Chair

The CGJA Training Commi ee began their work for the
2013 training season about the me the 2012 Report
Wri ng Workshops ended last No‐
vember. The Curriculum Subcom‐
mi ee, chaired by Karen Jahr, pains‐
takingly reviewed every core presen‐
ta on and workshop PowerPoint
presenta on slide by slide, with in‐
put from the appropriate teams of
trainers. The presenta ons were
updated with a fresh look, adding
smart art and photos where appro‐
priate to make the presenta ons more interes ng.
In the mean me, the Trainer Subcommi ee was busy
planning another Train‐the‐Trainer Workshop, which
took place in Sacramento in February. The trainers work
hard during the two‐day workshop, even holding a ses‐
sion and taking working lunch breaks. Their reward is to
learn from each other, share ideas, polish their presenta‐
on skills, meet new members of the training staﬀ, and
test themselves on their knowledge of all things related
to grand juries.

reviewed and revised by the team. We had a record
number of a endees this year. And we are beginning our
work for next year’s summer training season already. It
will be here before we know it.
Sincere thanks go out to my fellow CGJA Trainers (Lew
Avera, Bob Bianco, Beate Boul nghouse, Be e Flick, Ray
Frisbie, Karin Hern, Dianne Hoﬀman, Karen Jahr, Judi
Lazenby, Jerry Lewi, Ron Miguel, John Monaco, Carmen
Morad, Cheryl Nelson, Jim Ragan, Ray Tjulander, Bill Tra‐
utman) and to volunteers Joann Landi, Leslie Lea, and
Andi Winters for all they did to make the 2013 CGJA
training program so successful.

Public Rela ons Commi ee (PR) By Keath North, Chair
This has been a rich year for CGJA
and its Public Rela ons Commi ee.
We con nue to march fearlessly into
the future by developing our capabil‐
i es to communicate in this brave
new world. Among the advances
we've made in 2013:


Thanks to Beate Boul nghouse
and Ken Maley, we developed and produced two
new Public Service Announcements featuring Lt.
Governor Gavin Newsom. The goal is to distribute
the 30‐second and 60‐second versions to a public
access TV sta ons in California and to as many cable
TV broadcasters as possible. Broadcast‐quality video
and audio versions are downloadable via links locat‐
ed on our website. As we approach the new year
and the start of grand jury recruitment, we need you
to help by reques ng local air me for these an‐
nouncements.

Star ng June 24 in San Bernardino County and ending on
September 14 in San Benito County, the CGJA trainers
covered most of the state – from Del Norte County in the
far northwest corner, Imperial County in the far south‐
east corner, Modoc County in the far northeast corner of
the state to the coastal coun es and those in the Eastern
Sierras. The 2013 CGJA Training program was presented
at 29 diﬀerent venues (20 on‐site seminars, 4 regional
seminars, and 5 Foreperson Workshops). Over 1,000
jurors, alternates, and county and court oﬃcials, includ‐
ing many grand jury legal advisors, a ended. Our Fore‐
person Workshops were a ended by 71 forepersons, pro
tems, and other oﬃcers.



We paid oﬀ the ini al cost of developing our website
early this year. The site is quite an accomplishment
for CGJA. We're proud of the progress we've made
learning to use the power of the content manage‐
ment system. As we con nue to grow in our under‐
standing of the poten al of the so ware, you'll peri‐
odically see improvements, changes, and addi ons.



We con nue to grow our social media audience us‐
ing Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twi er to distribute the
Grand Jury News Blog far and wide. If you aren't re‐
ceiving this flow of grand jury‐related news on your
mobile device yet, sign up through the links on
www.cgja.org.

In November we presented six Report Wri ng Work‐
shops throughout the state. This program has also been



In order to keep in touch with past grand jurors, we

Spring 2013 brought the review of the CGJA Training
Manual, which the Curriculum Subcommi ee went
through page by page. The process of prin ng and as‐
sembling over 1000 copies of the 332 page manual start‐
ed May 1 in three diﬀerent loca ons, with all manuals
ready to go by the end of June. Trainers spent those
months working on their presenta ons while the Regis‐
tra on Subcommi ee handled registra ons and the Pro‐
gram/Workshops Commi ee worked on the logis cs for
all seminars.

Continued on page 12
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have begun a free electronic distribu on of the bi‐
monthly CGJA Grand Jurors’ Journal to all former
Introductory Members. Even though many have not
yet joined our organiza on, their con nued interest
in grand jury ac vity is evidenced by the incredibly
open and click‐thru rates our emails have enjoyed
thus far. We are also encouraging current members
to opt for electronic delivery to save prin ng and
mailing costs. Such members get to see the Journal
in full color and will receive earlier delivery.
In addi on to oﬀering the Journal to our past Introduc‐
tory Members, we have added to our website the ability
for the general public to sign up to receive a link to the
latest issue via email. This extension of our outreach is
meant to increase public awareness of California's coun‐
ty grand jury system in its civil role, its poten al for do‐
ing good, its opportunity for service, and the importance
of the watchdog role our county grand juries play in im‐
proving local governance in our ci es, coun es, and spe‐
cial districts.
As you can see, this has been a year of growth for our
organiza on, and its Public Rela ons Commi ee. We will
strive to keep up the good work and con nue to support
this great system.

FAQ of the Month – CGJA Website
by: Beate Boultinghouse and Jerry Lewi

In our last issue we published responses from Chapters
with comments regarding sugges ons for changes to the
CJGA website, www.cgja.org. Here are the Public Rela‐
ons Commi ee responses to these sugges ons (The
original comment is in italics)

2 0 1 3

1 2

first page will print, which has been very frustra ng espe‐
cially when trying to print out training informa on.” That
same person finds naviga on around the site to be easy
and for the most part informa on is easily located. Using
the PayPal feature for membership renewal worked quite
well.

The observa on is generally true, but in some cases
there is a “Printer Friendly” link or bu on. We will look
to add others where appropriate.
Another user had no complaints except for the PayPal
feature, but oﬀered some good sugges ons. The pay pal
issue was one of ge ng into a con nuous loop. “Each
me I filled it out it would re‐cycle back to inpu ng the
same informa on I already put in. I could never get to a
point where it said, you are paid, etc.”
This problem has been fixed. It is now possible to go
directly to credit card payments, bypassing the PayPal
op on en rely. We appreciate the pa ence of those
experiencing problems in this area.
Another commented, “We MUST eliminate the redundancy
in our website structure. The same informa on is found in
mul ple places (like the annual conference links in 4 diﬀer‐
ent places) so site visitors can find the informa on. That’s
the problem – it’s confusing to have the same informa on
in mul ple places.

This issue is under review. We believe some elimina on
of redundancy can be made.
If all this informa on is on the CGJA website, video, book,
etc., why join CGJA? What is the value? Perhaps we ought
to have a member login for access to the materials.

This comment has been referred to the Membership
Commi ee and will be reviewed in conjunc on with
some overall structure changes being studied.

The materials one gets from the CGJA whether through
the website, email, or hard copy is only a por on of the
benefits of your membership. As with any professional
organiza on the ongoing exchange of informa on is
what helps the individual members, their chapters, and
the parent organiza on grow and become strong‐
er. Membership in the CGJA fosters discussion and pro‐
motes knowledge about the grand jury system; allows
for the advocacy of the grand jury system; and oﬀers a
pla orm in which to meet others who have had experi‐
ences similar to yours. As a member you support the
programs of the CGJA including training of incoming ju‐
rors to make them most eﬀec ve, public educa on, dis‐
semina on of grand jury reports, and recruitment. At
this me, we do not feel it is in our best interest to
adopt password protec on as we believe in openness
and transparency..

“The site is well done and works well overall, however,
when a selec on is more than one page long we have not
been able to print out the en re ar cle/selec on. Only the

Op ng out of the paper delivery should be available at the
same me as signing up for electronic delivery. Having to
send a separate email to the editor is ineﬃcient.

“I think the CGJA web‐site is quite good, and oﬀers many
op ons for inquiry; perhaps a couple of seconds longer on
the rolling blog window (for us old guys!).”

You may stop the scrolling simply by placing your mouse
on the window. You can also go to the Grand Jury News
Blog on the side menu to read the en re ar cle being
highlighted in the scrolling window.
“On the drop down menu on the le side pane, under the
tle join/support‐apply or renew ‐ we need a be er de‐
scrip on of the forms, i.e., Vo ng/Associate Members, In‐
troductory Members, Honorary Members.”

We have fixed this.

V o l .
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By Cath‐

REGION

On October 28, 2013, the results of
the elec on for half the CGJA Board NORTHERN
members were announced at the
CGJA Annual
Conference, held in San Luis Obispo
(the 12‐member Board has staggered
terms so that 6 seats can be contest‐
ed each year). All Board members
were sworn in by Judge Barry T. LaB‐
arbera of San Luis Obispo County.
History: On October 2, 2013, the re‐
sults of the 2013 elec on of CGJA
CENTRAL
Board members were sent to CGJA
President Bill Trautman and Beate
Boul nghouse, Chair of the CGJA
Nomina ons‐Elec ons Commi ee.
The ballots were received, tallied,
and cer fied by the League of Wom‐
SOUTHERN
en Voters of North and Central San
Mateo County (“the League”). Two
CGJA members were observers of the
tally process: Joann E. Landi and
Catherine D. McKown.

CANDIDATE

ELECTED

MEMBER VOTE

(Top two per Region)

Karen Jahr

171

Yes

Keath North

166

Yes

Mike Boom (write-in)

1

Roger Hart (write-in)

1

John Monaco (write-in)

1

Paul Moore (write-in)

1

Bill Trautman

159

Yes

Karin Hern

127

Yes

Mike Chernock

85

Joann Landi (write-in)

1

Dianne Hoffman

171

Yes

Jim Ragan

164

Yes

A total of 330 ballots were sent out to all members in good standing
as of July 31, 2013. A total of 200 ballots were returned to the League
in the envelopes supplied by the Nomina ons‐Elec ons Commi ee,
indica ng a 61% response of the membership to the elec on. Two
ballots were challenged and disqualified by the League, as they were
folded together in one envelope.
President Trautman appointed three CGJA members as 2013 elec on
tellers.

Board Ac ons
By Jim Ragan, Secretary
September 3, 2103 Execu ve Commi ee
Mee ng
Publish the following ar cle in the Journal
and on the CGJA web site: Fiscal‐Cliﬀ Bill
Restores Tax‐Free IRA Distribu ons.

• Catherine D. McKown Chief Teller, Central Region

September 24, 2013

• Diane Lehman*

Member, Northern Region

• Marilyn Reingold

Member, Southern Regio

Confirm appointment of Diane Dame Shepp
as Chair of the Annual Conference Com‐
mi ee (ACC) as a Standing Commi ee of
CGJA.

Results: The 2013 CGJA Tellers’ Commi ee accepted the results that
were tallied and cer fied by the League of Women Voters of North
and Central San Mateo County (listed in order of votes garnered)
*Diane was unable to a end the Conference.

These six Directors were elected for a two‐year term, ending at the
CGJA Annual Conference in 2015.
Journal Now Available Electronically
In response to several requests and through the capability of our new website, we are pleased
to announce that we are now able to oﬀer electronic distribu on of the Grand Jurors’ Journal
to those who prefer to receive it this way. The advantages to the members are earlier receipt,
declu er of your snail mail box, and viewing the Journal in color.
If you are interested, please email editor@cgja.org to be sure we have your correct email ad‐
dress. This is definitely an opt‐in situa on as we will always print copies for regular mail distri‐
bu on.

October 17, 2013
Direct the Policy Commi ee in consulta on
with the Chair of the ACC Standing Com‐
mi ee to review and revise Policy 3.002
and propose to the Board changes in the
Policy Manual necessary to reflect the or‐
ganiza on and responsibili es of ACC as a
Standing Commi ee and report its recom‐
menda ons to the Board at its December
mee ng.
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2013 Training Loca ons Map
The 2013 training season ‐ the biggest in our history – shown here, shows that we trained jurors from all but six coun es, However,
San Diego and Ventura sent jurors to our Report Wri ng Workshop in November.

Conference
Registra on
L to R: Pat Bezak,
Barbara Breska, Ann
Hansen, three of many
chapter members who
manned the Registra‐
on Desk and handled
book sales.

October
Cynthia R. White – Plumas
Katherine Siller - Sutter

November
Joseph Nichols – Plumas
Sandra Boyd – Butte
Paul Cheng – San Francisco
Robert MacArthur – Plumas
Robert Peterson - Tulare
Laverna Marshall – Plumas

Photographs
Marshall States (SLO) and
submitted by others.
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CGJA Officers
President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Bill Trautman
trautman17@sbcglobal.net

Beate Boultinghouse
beateb4@aol.com

Jim Ragan
Jimragan@charter.net

Dianne Hoffman
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Mailing Address: 1017 L Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: 916-471-6500 Email: president@cgja.org
Grand Juror Organizations By County
Bu e County Chapter
Contra Costa County Chapter
El Dorado County *
Fresno County Chapter

Ken Fleming, President
Lloyd Bell , President
Deb Haas, President
Gary Greenberg, President

kenplan@pacbell.net
lloydbell@comcast.net
debdon515@a .net
g_greenberg@a .net

Glenn County Chapter

Cynthia Hunt, President

clhunt0@gmail.com

Humboldt County Chapter
Kern County Chapter

Louise Jacobson, President
Lynn Runyan, President

xlj5535@yahoo.com
runyanly@yahoo.com

Kings County Chapter
Los Angeles County Chapter
Madera County Chapter

Georgia Tierney, President
Bill Selditz, President
Leanne Thomson, President

memageorgia@yahoo.com
whseld@aol.com
leannethomson@ymail.com

Marin County Chapter

Michael Chernock, President

michael@chenockassociates.com

Napa County Chapter

Diane Shepp, President

napacgja@gmail.com

Orange County*

Cheryl Brothers, President

cherylbrot@aol.com

Placer County Chapter

John Monaco, President

info@PCGJA.org

Joseph Maloney, President

joepm@pacbell.net

San Bernardino County

Burrel Woodring, President

burrelw@aol.com

San Diego County*

Mike Hall, President

hallmikep@gmail.com

San Francisco County Chapter

Linda Clardy, President
Gary L. Spaugh, President

clardysfcgj@gmail.com
gspaugh2@gmail.com

San Luis Obispo County Chapter Mimi Kalland, President

mkalland@charter.net

San Mateo County Chapter

Barbara Arie a, President

barie a@hotmail.com

Shasta County Chapter

David Plowman, President

dsplowman@yahoo.com

Santa Cruz County Chapter

Erik Zinn, President

enzinn@gmail.com

Solano County Chapter

Wanda Kiger‐Tucker, President kigertucker@juno.com

Sonoma County Chapter

Richard Klein, President

kleinmain@gmail.com

Stanislaus County Chapter

Carmen Morad, President

carmenmorad@yahoo.com

Su er County Chapter

Beckie Jennings, President

beckie.jennings@gmail.com

Tulare County Chapter
Yolo County Chapter
Yuba County Chapter

Gene Russ, President
Barbara Sommer, President
Mike Boom, President

resiruss@aol.com
basommer@ucdavis.edu
mike@boomfamily.net

*Independent Past Grand Jurors' Associa on

Awards
Be y J. Ma ea

Finance
John Monaco

Training
Marsha Caranci

Karen Jahr, Shasta
karen.jahr@sbcglobal.net
John Monaco, Placer
john.monaco@TheRocklinGroup.com
president@cgja.org

Beate Boul nghouse,
San Francisco
beateb4@aol.com
Karin Hern, Marin
karinhern2322@comcast.net
Dan Mufson, Napa
dan@apotherx.com
Bill Trautman, Napa
trautman17@sbcglobal.net

South
Gary Greenberg, Fresno
g_greenberg@att,net

Audrey Lynberg, Los Angeles
allm@charter.net
Jim Ragan, San Luis Obispo
Jimragan@charter.net

Membership Rela ons
Beate Boul nghouse
Legal & Legisla ve Resources
Karen Jahr

Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com

Dianne Hoﬀman, Orange
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Standing Committee Chairs
Annual Conference
Chair: Diane Shepp

North

Central

Sacramento County Chapter

San Joaquin County Chapter

CGJA Directors

Public Rela ons
Jim Ragan

V o l .

1 4

N o .

6

C G J A

The Mission
of the

California
Grand Jurors’ Association
is
SM
To promote governJerry Lewi , Editor
ment
2275 Fernleaf Court
accountability
by
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
improving the training
Stay Connected
and
resources
available to
http//www.cgja.org
California’s
58 regular grand juries
and
educating the public
http://www.fb.com/cgja1
about the
substantial local government
http://twitter.com/cgja1
oversight
and

J o u r n a l

D e c e m b e r

2 0 1 3

1 6

Grand Jurors’

Journal

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
Thousand Oaks, CA
Permit # 233

Address Service Requested

The Mission
of the
California
Grand Jurors’
Association
is
To promote government
accountability by
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and
resources available to
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Format for submitting
letters and articles to the
Grand Jurors' Journal
Articles submitted by e‐mail
should be saved in Rich Text For‐
mat (.rtf) and transmitted as an
attachment to Jerry Lewi,
editor@cgja.org
See more detailed
instruc ons on our website,
h p://cgja.org/submit‐ar cle
Limit Letters to the Editor
to 200 words.
Limit opinion articles by
readers, experts, and issues
advocates to 600 words.
We are especially interested in
articles on Grand Jury issues or
solutions to improving public
education of the grand jury
system in California
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