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President’s Message
By Tony Noce

Greetings and a special welcome to all the new Grand Jurors throughout the State.
We have had the pleasure of meeting many of you at our
training seminars this past month.
As you venture forth serving as a grand juror remember that
the CGJA is here to serve as a resource for grand juries. We
are always ready, willing and able to provide any assistance
and share information.
Copies of our Journal are sent to every member and each
grand jury. Use this as a source for information. Our website
is always available and we have recently created our “Blog”
which maintains a listing of many published news articles relating to the (non‐
criminal) Grand Jury and reports issued throughout the State.
We especially want to invite all of you to attend our Annual Conference to be held
in the City of Sacramento on October 29 and 30. The Conference provides the op‐
portunity for sitting and former grand jurors from all parts of the State to meet face
‐to‐face, share information, ask questions and socialize.
The CGJA would also like to thank all the 2008‐2009 grand jurors who have served
diligently in their counties this past year. You are all now former grand jurors ‐ with
the exception of those of you who were held over to serve a second year. We urge
you to join the CGJA as a way to continue supporting the preservation of the grand
jury system both here in the State and in the Country.
All members in good standing as of July 31, 2009 will be receiving an election ballot
in late August. If you do not receive a ballot by September 1, 2009 please email me
at cgjaguy@yahoo.com or call me at (661) 835‐7591.
In closing I’d like to express a special thanks to “all” the dedicated volunteers who
have served the Association “above and beyond the call of duty” these past months
in a variety of capacities. In my April’s President’s Message I closed by saying “All of
us working together can make our dreams become reality.” Through the efforts
and dedication of many I can now say, “Our dreams are becoming reality.” I look
forward to the day when I can close by saying, “Our dreams have become reality.”
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Conference Program
Coming Together
By Jerry Lewi,
Conference Chair

Our 2009
Annual
Confere n c e
Program
is shaping up.
We are
striving for a balance of association-lead speakers and
panel discussions and guest
speakers. The Sacramento
location is providing access to
speakers at the State level
who can import some wisdom
about how Grand Juries have
and can continue to be effective forces in the improvement
of local government.
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California Grand Jurors’ Association Annual Conference
October 29-30, 2009
Double Tree Inn, Sacramento, CA
Grand Juries and Local Governments –
Working together in times of Financial Crisis
Preliminary Program
Thursday afternoon, October 29, 2009 1:00 PM
Welcome by Local Superior Court Judge and CGJA President
Open Forum – Questions & Answers, Comments regarding Grand Jury practices and ex‐
periences
Life after Grand Jury Service – reports from CGJA members who are serving their com‐
munities as appointed and elected officials about how grand jury service influenced
them.
Report of Election of Directors

Thursday evening
We will also balance our proReception‐
hosted
by
Sacramento
Chapter
with invited guests from local government
gram content to be of interest
to both former and sitting
Dinner, with local entertainment
grand jurors.
Sacramento was chosen also
because of location whereby
almost anyone in the state
can reach it in less than a
day. We start our program
mid-day the fist day and end
by late afternoon the second
day. Therefore one can attend the full conference with
only one night away from
home. Of course, many will
take advantage of the fall
weather to extend their trip to
a small vacation.

Speaker – Jim Mayer, Executive Director of California Forward, a new organization dedi‐
cated to help California with long term solutions to many structural problems.

Our new Sacramento Chapter, under the leadership of
President Joe Maloney, is
providing enormous assistance in planning and conducting every aspect of the
conference, for which I and
rest of the committee are
enormously grateful.

Lunch to be followed by annual awards such as Excellence in Reporting and the Angelo
Rolando award to the most deserving member of the association.

The conference program and
registration form can also be
found on our website.
We hope to see you there.

Friday, October 30, 2009
Who’s Watching the Watchdog? A panel discussion with representative from such con‐
stituencies as the press, the courts, our association and grand juries about whether any
of these groups feel a legal or actual responsibility to determine whether or not grand
juries are doing effective work.
Annual Report to Membership – our mandated report from the Officers and Committee
Chairs about the status of the association vis a vis its mandated charter. We will also
hear from our Chapters.

Public Participation on Main Street – a program developed and presented by the Sacra‐
mento Chapter to help Grand Jurors, past and present, be aware of promoting transpar‐
ency and accountability of local governments.
Guest Speaker from State Government
4:00 PM Adjournment
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Note from the Editor
One of the more enjoyable tasks I do
for the association is Training where
I lecture on the workshops for Essen‐
tials (new this year), Report Writing
and Continuity. It is very enjoyable
to meet new, enthusiastic grand ju‐
rors and help them get off to a good
start. This year due to a different
approach to the scheduling I needed
to be at the various training sites
earlier than in previous years. This
afforded me the opportunity to see
(and help out) in the set up process.
I had no real understanding of how
complicated this is and the effort put
in by many Training Committee
members and other trainers as well
as local volunteers to take on such
tasks as getting 800 manuals
printed, assembled and distributed,
and setting up our audio equipment
(and tearing it down) each time. We
have purchased our own equipment
to save the very high costs charged
by hotels and other venues, but is
has created a big workload. And I
must not overlook the task to mov‐
ing it from site to site.
This year we conducted training in
12 different locations in exactly one
month. Some training went on in 25
of those 31 days. Training Chair,
Lew Avera, gets my special admira‐
tion for participating in 11 of them,
driving up and down the state three
times (he missed one only because
two were conducted at the same
time – first time that has happened)
Why am I telling you all this? First to
express my appreciation for the ef‐
fort put in by all involved and second
to suggest you might want to get
involved and help out in future
years.
The Training Committee will be giv‐
ing a full report in the next journal to
more fully describe the program; to
acknowledge the support of all in‐
volved and, perhaps, seek more help
in the future.

A u g u s t

2 0 0 9

P a g e

4

REMINDER TO VOTE IN 2009 ELECTION!
By Karin Hern 2009 Elections Chair

The CGJA 2009 Election is soon approaching. All
active members of CGJA who have paid their
2009 dues as of July 31, 2009 will be mailed a
ballot within the first two weeks of August. The
ballots will be counted by the San Mateo County
League of Women Voters (LWV) and must be received by them by September 29, 2009 to be
included in the count.
There are two matters on the ballot: the 2009 election of CGJA Directors and a proposal to increase the number of elected CGJA Directors. The following is a summary description of each.
1. 2009 Election of CGJA Directors. There are 9 candidates seeking
election to 6 Board seats. Qualified voting members may vote for no
more than 2 candidates from each of the 3 CGJA regions. The candidates are Sherry Chesny, Ray Hoffman and Keath North from the
North Region, Owen Haxton, Karin Hern and Judi Lazenby from the
Central Region, and Dianne Hoffman, Tony Noce and John Sitton
from the South Region. In voting for 2 candidates from each Region,
members have the option of nominating write-in candidates.
2. Proposal to increase the number of elected CGJA Directors. The
current CGJA Board composition is 18 elected Directors, and will be
reduced to 12 elected Directors as of October 31, 2009. The reduction in size of the Board to 12 Directors was approved by both the
CGJA Board of Directors and the CGJA membership in the 2007 election.
A member of CGJA challenged the 2007 election results that reduced the Board size to 12 and filed a lawsuit seeking to invalidate
the size reduction and to maintain a Board size of 18-24 Directors.
CGJA and the CGJA member settled the lawsuit and have agreed to
again submit the question of Board size to the CGJA membership in
the 2009 election.
The proposal in the 2009 election is to increase the number of
elected CGJA Directors back to a range of 18-24 Directors, through a
change to the CGJA Bylaws.
The current CGJA Board of Directors does not support the proposal to
increase the number of elected Directors back to18-24. CGJA has
not yet operated with the smaller number of 12 Directors and the
Board believes this must occur before it can assess whether or not
the smaller Board operates CGJA as effectively or more effectively
and efficiently than does a larger Board.

HELP WANTED
Don’t just be a member of CGJA, become a participating member
All committees will welcome your involvement as new people and their ideas is what
will keep our organization moving ahead in both educating the public and training
grand jurors
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Grand Juries in the News
FRESNO GRAND JURY
MAKES HEADLINES
By Marian Mosley,
Fresno Chapter President

The 2008/09 Grand Jury ended
their year of investigations of ru‐
ral cities with a bang. The Fresno
Bee, radio and television gave
extensive coverage to three of
their seven reports.
The investigation of the Sanger
City Council resulted in a recall of
three members of the five mem‐
ber council and referred a case to
the District Attorney for criminal
investigation. The Sanger news‐
paper gave heavy coverage to
the report and recommendation.
Then they investigated the Coa‐
linga City Council which resulted
in a threatened recall that was
averted by an election that
ousted the mayor.
The Golden Plains School Board
was their next target where they
uncovered squandered and mis‐
appropriated funds which re‐
sulted in an immediate investiga‐
tion by the appropriate authori‐
ties.

Kern County Swears in 2009-2010 Grand Jury
By Trudy Slater

In an open ceremony attended by the public, former and current
Grand Jury members and County and Superior Court officials, Kern
County empaneled the 2009‐2010 Grand Jury on June 24. In the De‐
partment 1 Courtroom, Presiding Judge Michael B. Lewis swore in the
new jury.
Prior to the new
jury empanel‐
ment, the 2008‐
2009 Grand Jury
was recognized
for its efforts dur‐
ing the year. The
2008‐2009 Grand
Jury dedicated its
Final Report to
retiring County
Counsel Bernard
Barmann, who
was in atten‐
Court officers preside at official swearing in of new Kern County Grand Jury
dance to accept which was followed immediately by a reception honoring both outgoing and
incoming Grand Jurors.
the report
“Bernie” is known statewide for his work with California grand juries
and with the California Grand Jurors’ Association.
Of the 19 Grand Jurors selected to serve during 2009‐2010, six were
holdovers. Five alternates were also selected. The new 2009‐2010
Grand Jurors are: Alice Allard, Glen Chesbrough, Nancy Dudley,
Patricia Duffel, Kathleen Edillor, Richard Frank, Louis Gomez, Roy
Hendrix, Donna Jackson, Warren Jones, Patrice Kline, William Kund‐
inger, John Mainland, Margaret Mann, Mike McCarthy, Arletta Nor‐
man, Gordon Patterson, Gayland
Smith, and Larry Walker. Alternates
selected for 2009‐2010 are: Bob
Cathaway, Joseph Giuffre, Robert
Johnson, Joseph Silva, and Beverly
Traynor. New and returning Grand
Jurors expressed excitement and
enthusiasm for the year ahead.

(Right) New 2009‐2010 Kern County Grand
Jury taking oath
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Grand Juries in the News
Chapter News

Fresno Chapter
By Marian Mosley, Fresno Chapter President

At the Fresno Grand Juror’s Association annual luncheon three new
board members were elected. Marian Mosley was elected president,
Rick Allen, vice president, Joanne Lippert, secretary and Marc Scott,
Treasurer.

(Above) Kern County Grand Jury Training Session for new jurors.
Pictured left to right, Tony Noce CGJA President, John Mainland
Kern County Grand Jury Foreperson 2009-2010 and Trudy Slater
Kern County
(Right)
San Diego
Grand Jurors’
Association
Outgoing Foreperson L.D.
Martin, Incoming Foreperson
Victoria
Stubblefield

(Below) CGJA President Tony Noce and
Kern County out going (2009) Grand
Jury Foreperson Aaron Flucker

Agenda and Minutes
of Board of
Directors
Meetings Now Online
at www.cgja.org

The new board will continue to pursue an appointed report review commission similar to the one in San Diego. The Board of Supervisors like
the idea and suggested that a combined commission with the city of
Fresno would be more efficient. The Mayor is currently studying the proposal and hopefully we will soon have a joint meeting with the Mayor and
the CAO of the Board.
Another major project will be the “Year of Membership”.
Our goal is 100 members and 25 who join CJA.
Our propose Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) project at Fresno State University should come to fruition in
the spring semester. Additionally the local school districts
have been contacted regarding instituting Grand Jury education in the junior and senior curriculum.
A grant requesting funds to increase our outreach and
encourage a more diverse pool of applicants. A record
number was received this year, but the new panel still
does not have an adequate mix.
Our plates are full but our energy and expectations are
high. The Fresno Grand Juries and the Fresno Grand
Juror’s Association are making a difference.

Nevada County
Diane Masini receives a Certificate
of Appreciation June
22, 2009 from the
Superior Court for
her service to the
Nevada County
Grand Jury. Diane is
a volunteer worker
for the jury assisting
them with their report
format for publishing,
acts as their PR and
Media liaison and
L to R, outgoing presiding judge of the Grand Jury, Robert
Tamietti,
Diane Masini, the Grand Juries new presiding judge, Thohelps maintain contimas Anderson, presenting the certificate,
nuity from Jury to
Larry Swartz, outgoing Foreperson.
Jury. She is a member of RSVP (Retired Senior Volunteer Program) crediting the hours she works for
the jury as community service.
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Chapter News

San Francisco Chapter By Julia Hansen, Chapter Secretary
OUTREACH, INTERVIEW AND EVALUATION, TRAINING
The Chapter considers community outreach to encourage high quality appli‐
cants, applicants selection, and training its most significant and rewarding
mission.
UTREACH: The San Francisco Chapter continued working hand‐in‐hand with
the judges and staff of the Superior Court to inform the community about
Civil Grand Jury service. Feedback gathered from jury applicants indicates
that the DVD, which runs in the petit jury assembly rooms explaining and en‐
couraging service on the CJ, has been a successful recruiting tool. Information
about service on the Civil Grand Jury also ran on an electronic billboard at the
Civic Center Courthouse and at the Hall of Justice to tie in with Grand Jury
Awareness Month. This year, 15, 30 and 60 seconds public service announce‐
ments, initiated by the Chapter, and prepared and distributed by Ann Donlon
at the Court, appeared on TV and radio stations beginning in March.
In addition, under the leadership of Beate Boultinghouse and Serena Bardell,
the Outreach Committee carried on the more traditional hard work of re‐
cruitment ‐‐ community outreach – making presentations to neighborhood,
non‐profit, and educational groups, and writing articles for a variety of com‐
munity newsletters.
INTERVIEW AND EVALUATION: For the sixth year, the San Francisco Chapter
assisted the Court by interviewing and evaluating Grand Jury applicants. Eight
Chapter members, in pairs, interviewed 27 of the 39 total applicants over a
two‐week period. An hour was scheduled for each interview, allowing 30 to
45 minutes for the interview and the remaining time to discuss and rate the
applicants. Interviewers used standardized questions developed and revised
by the Chapter over the past 5 years. After the interviews were completed,
members of the Interview Committee met to finalize recommendations and
discuss potential foreperson candidates they had identified. The committee
recommended 31 candidates and 4 potential forepersons to Judge Julie Tang,
Chair of the Civil Grand Jury Committee of the Superior Court. The interview
process continues to be one of the most rewarding activities for the inter‐
viewers. It is always energizing to meet a group of intelligent, interested citi‐
zens who want to give back to the community.
TRAINING: The San Francisco Chapter again conducted an intensive training
session for incoming 2009‐2010 Jurors and alternates. On June 10, 2009, af‐
ter the selection process and a talk by the Hon. James McBride, PJ, the Chap‐
ter hosted a meet‐and‐greet luncheon. Chapter representative Rich Mat‐
thew, with assistance from Marilyn Nebenzahl and Julia Hansen, then con‐
ducted the first training session. Using a timeline of the typical jury year and
the Chapter’s Juror Manual, compiled and written by Rich Matthews and
Chapter Association members, as their text, the trainers emphasized how to
get started, concentrating on the rules of confidentiality, the importance of
Continued on page 10
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County Per Diem
A Widely Varying Amount
By Jerry Lewi

The accompanying table shows
the latest information we have
about Grand Jury per diem in 34
counties. If our information is
not up to date or if your county
is one of those for which we
have no data, we would be
pleased to hear from you.
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Independent Associations of Former Grand Jurors
For the first time, we have listed contact information for those inde‐
pendent associations who have expressed interest in being
listed. While these groups are not chapters of CGJA, many of their
members are CGJA members and we have enjoyed a good working
relationship with many of theme for such activities as hosting an an‐
nual conference or providing volunteers to support our training semi‐
nars. If you reside in one of these counties and are not active with
that group, please consider contacting them to see how you can help
and how you might benefit from them. This list may not appear in
every issue, but will be printed from time to time.
(Left) San Diego Grand Jurors
Assn Board of Directors 7/1/09 (L. to R.) President
Meredith Avery, Adult Ed Dr.
David Higgins,
VP Tom
McCarthy,
Secy Bill
Eichler, Prog Chr John Pilch,
Treas Burma Dunn, P.R. Lil
Wa gn er ,
Bo ard Ri ck
Strait, Past Pres Walter Hofmann (Absent: Craig Orange
& Pam Swain)

San Francisco Chapter
Continued from page 9

cooperative work, the ad‐
vantages of choosing topics
early in the term, and the
Rule of Two. They dis‐
cussed the tradition of con‐
tinuity, explaining that the
new jury would receive the
(Above) Program Chair John Pilch & Laura Nicks, San
responses to the immediate
Diego Grand Jury Coordinator
past jury’s reports early in
their term. To prepare for the sec‐
ond training session, the incoming
jurors and alternates got a home‐
work assignment: read an assigned
specific report from the past year.
At the second and final session, the
group discussed the report for clar‐
ity and effectiveness.
(Right) Orange County Association President
Carlos N. Olvera and CGJA President Tony
Noce at their luncheon Jun 4, 2009

Independent
Grand Jurors’
Associations
El Dorado County
Grand Jurors’ Association
Sonny Culy President
sculy@att.net
San Diego
Grand Jurors’ Association
Merideth Avery President
mlavery1@live.com
Shasta County
Past Grand Jurors’ Association
Harry Tully President
htully@aol.com
Grand Jurors’ Association
of Orange County
Carlos Olvera President
olveracn@speakeasy.net

Summary of Board Action
June 23, 2009
By Joann Landi, Secretary
Approved
increase in
Admini‐
stration
budget for
CPA ser‐
vices.
Approved 2009 election ballot.
Delegated approval authority
to Public Relations Committee
for updated Grand Jury
Achievement Report.
Ratified response to member’s
request for membership list.
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CGJA Officers
President
Anthony W. Noce
2808 Houchin Road
Bakersfield, CA 93304
661-835-7591
cgjaguy@yahoo.com

Vice President
Catherine McKown
P.O. Box 764
Mill Valley, CA 94942
415-383-5262
cdmac1@aol.com

CGJA Directors
North
Marsha Caranci, Shasta
caranci@aol.com
Sherry Chesny, Placer
sherry.c@cebridge.net
Ray Hoffman, Nevada
nrhoffman@comcast.net
Diane Masini, Nevada
domasini@sbcglobal.net

Judi Lazenby, Santa Cruz
judilazenby@aol.com
Catherine McKown, Marin
cdmac1@aol.com

South
Dianne Hoffman, Orange
cgjamailbox@yahoo.com

Kathy Wylie, Mendocino
kathy@mcn.org

Walter D. Hofmann MD,
San Diego
wdh438@gmail.com

Central

Mary Johnston, Kings
grammiemj@comcast.net

Serena Bardell,
San Francisco
sbardell@aol.com

Jerry Lewi, Ventura
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com

Karin Hern, Marin
Karin.hern@sbcglobal.net

Anthony Noce, Kern
cgjaguy@yahoo.com
John Sitton, San Benito
sitton_john@yahoo.com

Joann Landi San Mateo
Joannelandi@aol.com

Standing Committee Chairs
Legislative Affairs
Bob Geiss
949-472-9763
bobgeiss@cox.net

Public Relations
Jerry Lewi
805- 532-1321
cgjaprguy@roadrunner.com

Membership Relations
John Mainland
661-587-7622
jcmg@lightspeed.net

Training
Lew Avera Jr.
949-388-8910
lewavera@cox.net

Secretary
Joann Landi
178 South Palomar Drive
Redwood City, CA 94062
650-365-4184
joannelandi@aol.com

Treasurer
Judi Lazenby
1961 Main Street #198
Watsonville, CA 95076
831-274-0790
judilazenby@aol.com

CGJA Chapters
Fresno County Chapter
Marian Mosley, President
marianmosley@att.net
Website:fresno.cgja.org

Nevada County Chapter
Ray Hoffman, President
nrhoffman@comcast.net

Humboldt County Chapter
Keath North, President
Krn48@aol.com

Sacramento County Chapter
Joseph Maloney, President
joepm@pacbell.net

Kern County Chapter
Trudy Slater, President
tslater@bak.rr.com
Website: kern.cgja.org

San Benito County Chapter
John Sitton, President
sitton_john@yahoo.com

Kings County Chapter
Betty Hampton, President
bettyh@cvip.net
Los Angeles County Chapter
William Selditz, President
whseld@aol.com
Marin County Chapter
Catherine McKown, President
cdmac1@aol.com
Website: www.mgja.org
Monterey County Chapter
Ray Wuco, President
carmelwuco@redshift.com
Napa County Chapter
Daniel Mufson, Ph.D.
President;
dan@apotherx.com

San Francisco County
Chapter
Jack McNulty, President
jlmn413@hotmail.com
San Luis Obispo County
Chapter
Jim Ragan, President
jimragan@charter.net
San Mateo County Chapter
Mike Miller, President
okmiller@pacbell.net
Website:
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/
smcagj/
Solano County Chapter
Wanda Kiger‐Tucker,
President
kigertucker@juno.com

Our website is a great informational resource for grand ju‐
ries to use. Our “links” and “local Grand Jury information”
pages will take you to websites that can assist in research
and information
Visit us at www.cgja.org
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improving the training
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the substantial local
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these grand juries have
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